
 

TRAUMA CALL CRITERIA - ADULTS 
 

TRAUMA CALL CRITERIA 
 
VITAL SIGNS (any of the following) 
 
• Respiratory rate <8 or >30 per min 
• Hypotension  <90 mmHg systolic 
• Pulse  <50 or >120 bpm 
• GCS  <13 
• O2 saturation  <90% 
 
OR….. INJURIES  
 
• All penetrating injuries 

o Head / neck / chest / abdo / pelvis / axillae / 
groin (inc gunshot injuries) 

• Blunt injuries 
o Patients with significant injury to a single 

region: 
head / neck / chest / abdo / axillae / groin 

o Patients with injuries involving 2 or more of 
the above body regions 

• Specific injuries 
o Limb amputations / limb threatening injuries 
o Suspected spinal cord injury 
o Burns >20% BSA or burn inhalation injury 
o Serious crush injury 
o Major compound fracture or open 

dislocation 
o Fracture of 2 or more of the following: 

femur / tibia / humerus 
o Fractured pelvis 

MECHANISM OF INJURY CRITERIA 
 
• Ejection from vehicle 
• Motor cyclist impact > 20 mph 
• Fall from height >3m 
• Explosion 
• High speed vehicle impact (combined) >40mph 
• Vehicle rollover 
• Fatality in same accident 
• Pedestrian impact 
• Prolonged extrication >30min 
• Pregnancy 
• Significant underlying medical condition 

NO 

Does patient meet TRAUMA 
CALL Criteria? 

YES 

CALL TRAUMA TEAM 
(2222) 

NO 

Does patient meet 
MECHANISM criteria? 

YES 

 

Is the TRAUMA TEAM 
required to assist in 

management? 

YES 

Contact A&E senior nurse & 
Surgical Registrar (blp 230) 

Trauma patient presents to 
A&E or notification of pending 

arrival 

Manage in A&E as usual 
CALL TRAUMA TEAM
(2222) 
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